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Article V. 

The present Convention shall come into force in all the possessions 
of the Contracting Powers situated in the zone defined by Article XC 
of the General Act of Brussels on the thirtieth day after the date of 
the preparation of the Protocol of Deposit mentioned in the preceding 
Article. 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the 
present Convention, and have affixed their seals thereto. 

Done at Brussels, the eighth day of the month of June, eighteen 
hundred and ninety-nine. 

( Signed) Alvensleben. 

GOHRING. 

Baron Lambermont. 
A. Van Maldeghem. 
W. K. de Villa-Urrutia. 
P. de Smet de Naeyeb. 
H. Droogmans. 

A. Gerard. 

P. B. Plunkett. 
H. Farnall. 

B. Cantagalli. 
E. de Pestel. 
Comte de Tovab. 

N. DE GlERS. 

Aug. F. Glydenstolpe. 
Et. Caratheodoby. 



TREATY OF CESSION AND ANNEXATION. 

Signed November 28, 1907. 
Leopold II, King of the Belgians, 
To whom it may concern. 

Upon the advice of our Council of Ministers, We have decreed and 
decree : 

Our Ministers of Foreign Affairs, of Interior, of Justice, of Finance, 
of Sciences and Art, of Industry and Labor, of Public Works, of Bail- 
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ways, Post and Telegraphs, temporarily charged with the portfolio of 
Agriculture, of War, will present in our name to the legislative Chambers 
the bill, the tenor of which is as follows: 

Article unique. The treaty of cession herewith annexed, concluded 
on November 28, 1907, between Belgium and the Independent State of 
the Congo, is approved. 

Given at Brussels, November 28, 1907. 

Leopold. 

[Enumeration of ministerial attestations.] 

Text of Treaty. 

The Sovereign King of the Kongo having made known, by his letter of 
August 5, 1889, to the Minister of Finance of Belgium, that, if it were 
satisfactory to Belgium to conclude before the time fixed, more close ties 
with his possessions in the Congo, His Majesty would not hesitate to 
place them at its disposal; and the two high contracting parties being 
found in agreement, 

The following treaty has been concluded between the State of Bel- 
gium, represented by Mr. Julien Davignon, Minister of Foreign Affairs ; 
Mr. Jules de Trooz, Minister of Interior; Mr. Jules Eenkin, Minister of 
Justice; Mr. Julien Liebaert, Minister of Finance; Baron Descamps, 
Minister of Sciences and Art ; Mr. Armand Hubert, Minister of Industry 
and Labor ; Mr. Auguste Delbeke, Minister of Public Works ; Mr. George 
Helleputte, Minister of Kailways, Posts and Telegraphs, temporarily 
charged with the portfolio of Agriculture; and Lieutenant-General 
Hellebaut, Minister of War, acting under reserve of legislative approval, 

And the Independent State of the Kongo, represented by Chevalier de 
Cuvelier, Secretary-General of the Department for Foreign Affairs; Mr. 
Hubert Droogmans, Secretary-General of the Department of Finance; 
and Mr. Charles Liebrechts, Secretary-General of the Department of 
Interior. 

Article I. 

His Majesty King Leopold II, Sovereign of the Independent State, 
hereby cedes to Belgium the sovereignty of the territories composing the 
Independent Congo State, together with all the rights and obligations 
appertaining thereto. The Belgian State hereby accepts this cession, 
takes over and accepts the obligations of the Independent State as set 
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forth in Schedule A, and undertakes to respect the existing interests in 
the Congo, together with the legally acquired rights of third parties, 
native and non-native. 

Article II. 

The cession comprises all real and personal estate of the Independent 
Congo State, and particularly: 

(1) The properties and all the lands belonging to its public and pri- 
vate domain, with reservation of the dispositions and obligations indi- 
cated in Schedule A of the present convention. 

(2) All the shares and bonds and founder or interest shares men- 
tioned in Schedule B. 

(3) All the buildings, constructions, installations, plantations, and 
appropriations whatsoever, established or acquired in Africa and in Bel- 
gium, by the Government of the Independent Congo State, personal 
goods of all kinds, and the cattle it possesses there, together with its 
pontoons and boats with their fittings and its military material, as 
described in Schedule B, Sections II and IV. 

(4) The forests, rubber, and other African products which are the 
property of the Independent Congo State, as well as the provisions and 
other merchandise belonging to it, as described in Schedule B (I and 
III). 

Article III. 

On the other hand, the cession includes all the liabilities and all the 
financial engagements of the Independent State, as set out in Schedule C. 

Article IV. 

The date upon which Belgium will begin to exercise her right of sov- 
ereignty over the territories mentioned in the first article will be deter- 
mined by royal decree. The revenue obtained and the expenses incurred 
by the Independent State from January 1, 1908, will be taken over by 
Belgium. 

In witness whereof the plenipotentiaries have signed the present agree- 
ment and have affixed thereto their seals. 

Done in duplicate at Brussels this 28th day of November, 1907. 

[Signed by all the Ministers of Belgium and the Secretaries-General 
of the Independent State of the Congo.] 



